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on duty at present, by order of General Clark, who long since established the headquarters of his regiment at this place, and has not removed them. For you to declare, because General Clark has been ordered to St. Louis, that neither he nor I (on duty with him) are entitled to quarters, is an argument that you are not entitled to any yourself, for you have orders to remove your headquarters to Fort Leavenworth. I had previously received an order to report for duty in St. Louis, and was making my preparations to remove there. I shall not now change my intention for the purpose of contesting my rights to quarters here^ for it would be inconvenient to me ; besides, I will not run the risk of subjecting myself or family to further indelicate treatment by remaining here, but I have sufficient manliness to let you know that I resent it.
" Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
" WINFIELD S. HANCOCK/'
This letter was not replied to. General Clark also opened his batteries, sharply and to the point, in defense of the same right.
"SiR: Heretofore I have deemed you a friend, not that I have any claims especially in that behalf, but I supposed former associations had created a good feeling, which I was disposed to reciprocate. I am sorry to entertain a present opinion, founded upon a recent order you gave orally, as I am informed, in relation to the quarters I have occupied, as well as those occupied by my adjutant, that I have been mistaken.
"I am, sir, your obedient servant,
"N. S. CLARK."
In reply General Sumner sent the following:
" GENERAL : I have received your note. When one of my officers walked into my office yesterday morning and presented himself as your adjutant, and handed me your order assuming command of this post without my having received from you the slightest intimation of any such intention, I could not but feelnglish
